
Consultations on the State of the Baltic Sea report
• Two meeting documents:

– Document 4-1 ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report- National views on public consultation
– Document 4-4: Proposal on a regional consultation on the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report

• Proposal for discussion at the meeting
- Secretariat to present proposal for regional consultation (4-4)
- Contracting Parties to present plans for national consultations
- Discussion on joint issues for national and regional consultations 

based on recommendation from HOLAS II-2017:
• what type of comments from the consultations that can be considered 

when updating the report in 2018,
• how should comments will be dealt with in HELCOM e.g. which WG to 

decide on what should be taken up in the 2018 update of the report.
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Plans for a regional consultation
[document 4-4]

• Target group: HELCOM observers and tentative additional stakeholders 
with regional perspective.

• Platform: HELCOM web-site. Open comments to the different sub-
chapters of the report + specific questions to support improvement of the 
communication of results. 

• Handling of responses: Secretariat to sort and summarize the responses:
– summarized responses to be made publically available on the HELCOM web-site, 
– concrete proposals on changes summarized and presented for consideration by HOLAS II 

core team and for decision by State and Conservation WG and GEAR,
– comments related to communication of results to considered when updating the report.

• Timing of regional consultation: e.g. September-November 2017.
• Uptake of comments: Concurrent with uptake of comments from national 

consultations i.e. early March 2018 at the latest.
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Rec from HOLAS II 7-2017 on regional consultation
• The meeting also noted that the Secretariat had prepared a proposal for a 

regional consultation of stakeholders on the ‚State of the Baltic Sea' report 
to be considered by the GEAR group. 

• The meeting noted that linking the finalisation of the ‚State of the Baltic 
Sea' report with national consultation processes risks either to prevent the 
report to be finalised in time for Member States' reporting in October 
2018 due to potential delays by some Contracting Parties or to preclude 
the public of a delayed Contracting Party from effectively commenting on 
the HOLAS report. Furthermore a regional consultation could provide the 
opportunity for increased awareness raising about the "State oft he Baltic 
Sea" report and contribute to increased involvement by stakeholders. The 
meeting therefore recommended to use an early and timely limited 
regional consultation process on the HOLAS II report if stakeholders of all 
Contracting Parties should be given an equal possibility to comment on 
the report.

Ulla Li Zweifel 28 April 2017



Plans for national consultations
What is the timing of the planned national consultation?
If and how will the State of the Baltic Sea report will be used in the national 
reporting under Art 8 of MSFD? 
Will the State of the Baltic Sea report (as a whole) be put forward for national 
consultation?
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Country Start date 
national 
consultations

Will results from the 
HOLAS II report be used in 
the national report?

Will the HOLAS II report as such 
be presented for national 
consultation?

Denmark February 2018, 
3 months

YES; supplemented with 
national informaiton

Estonia Early 2018, 
3-4 months

Finland January 2018, 
2 months

YES; supplemented with 
national informaiton

Germany 15 Oct 2017, 
6 months

YES; supplemented with 
national informaiton

Planned to be provided as 
background information to the 
national consultation

Latvia Early 2018, 
2-3 months

YES, supplemented with 
national information

Lithuania April 2018,

Poland March 2018 YES; for shared basins

Sweden Nov 2017, 
min 3 months

YES; supplmented with 
national information
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Rec from HOLAS II 7-2017 on national consultation

• The meeting recommended that GEAR should seek a common 
understanding among Contracting Parties on the implications, if any, of 
national consultations on the HOLAS II report and to leave the 
organisation of the national consultation and any expectation 
management to the Contracting Parties. The meeting recommended the 
following considerations to GEAR:

• Comments on the ‚State of the Baltic Sea' report and any elements of the 
HOLAS II package are in general dealt with at national level and 
responses are expected to be given in the national report or other 
relevant national processes.

• Contracting Parties may forward comments from the national 
consultations to the HOLAS core team until end of February 2018 (cut-off 
date) for consideration of a response (e.g. correction, note in the text) 
with the following understanding:…..
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Type of comments to be considered
Recommendation from HOLAS II 7-2017:
….with the following understanding:…..
• complementary data, information and comments on conclusions drawn in the 

'State of the Baltic Sea' report will be considered and reflected when relevant from 
a regional perspective, 

• technical comments can in general only be noted and taken forward in the next 
assessment,

• factual issues will be considered for a response (correction or note in the text)
• indicators, threshold values and assessments tools are based on developments 

over many years in HELCOM and have been agreed for use in HOLAS II by all 
countries. Thus, comments to indicator and tool development would be noted by 
HELCOM but only considered for longer-term development. 

The same guidance is proposed to be considered when summarizing 
comments from a regional consultation.
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How should feed-back from national 
consultations be considered

The meeting recommended further that GEAR should give consideration how 
feed-back from the national consultations are processed in HELCOM:
• How are the comments compiled and brought into HELCOM? (Secretariat to 

develop template. Timing: 1 March 2018.)
• Who will look at the comments and consider responses? (comments on national 

reports– countries to send proposal to the Secretariat, comments on the State of 
the Baltic Sea report via national consultations (any?) – a central consideration of 
comments is an option)

• How to synchronise any responses where a stakeholder submits the same 
comments nationally and regionally? (Example?)

• How will the responses be organised (e.g. synopsis) and agreed (e.g. HOLAS core 
team, State and Conservation, GEAR, HOD)? Proposal: considered firstly by HOLAS 
II core team, technical additions endorsed by S&C and policy related additions 
endorsed by GEAR. Same approach for regional consultation.
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